FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

JUNE 2008

Red Nose Day Programme 2005 – 2008 (UK) 
Comic Relief, has announced that its main grants programme is now open for applications. The main grants programme provides grants of over £5,000 to community and voluntary groups for projects relating to;

· older people; 

· young people; 

· mental health; 

· refugees and asylum seekers; 

· domestic violence; 

· and disadvantaged communities. 

Funding is available for between one and three years and the level of grant support is likely to be between £15,000 and £40,000 per year for projects at local level; and  higher for projects at regional and national level or for projects that can be replicated.

For schools taking an active part in the extended schools agenda, funding opportunities exist in particular within the disadvantaged communities strand of the programme.  In the past the Programme has funded a number of activities relating to;

· developing parenting skills; 

· providing a safe environment for children;  

· provision of nursery  and childcare facilities; 

· young parents projects; 

· out of school clubs; play clubs; 

· holiday play schemes; etc  

The application deadline for the main grants programme is the 15th August 2008. In addition, the programme also makes grants of less than £5,000 for projects relating to older people; mental health; and disadvantaged communities through its small grants programme. The small grants programme is only open to organisations with a yearly turnover of less than £150,000 per year. Applications to the small grants programme can be made at any time.

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/uk/
Government Launches Healthy Communities Challenge Fund (England) 
The Department of Health has announced that every town in England has the opportunity to bid for up to £5 million of funding to make their inhabitants more healthy and active. As part of a £30 million Healthy Communities Challenge Fund, Local Authorities in partnership with Primary Care Trusts will be invited to submit joint applications for innovative and new ways to improve the health of their inhabitants. Ideas could include; 

· increasing the number of cycle lanes; 

· walking promotion schemes; 

· and providing local healthy food initiatives. 

Successful applicants will be designated 'Healthy Towns' to acknowledge their commitment and aspiration to promoting health in their communities. There will be a two stage selection process. At the first stage applicants will submit and outline proposal to be submitted by the 11 July 2008. Those who are successful in stage one will then go on to stage two and submit a more detailed proposal and delivery plan by September this year. This £30m will be invested over 3 years, between 2008/9 and 2010/11 and will be given to a small number of interested local areas to build on existing work in their communities and test out their ideas on what further action needs to happen to make regular physical activity and healthy food choices easier for people. In each case the local areas will be expected to match any resources they receive from Government.

Although schools cannot bid directly to this fund, they nevertheless can participate in the programme as a local partner.  In the past this has included the development of an eco-gardening scheme for schools in the Wirral to encourage healthy eating amongst school pupils, encouraging school children to cycle to work as part of a project to extend existing cycling routes in Exeter and a campaign to change the snacking behaviour for the under 4’s living in some of their most deprived communities in Cheshire and Merseyside.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/DH_085328
Grants for the Arts - Individuals and Organisations (England) 
The Arts Council, England is now accepting applications, using its new application materials under its Grants for the arts - individuals and organisations programme. Grants are available to individuals and organisations for up to five years for arts-related activities that take place mainly in England. Organisational grants are for up to £100,000 and are available to arts organisations; local authorities and other public organisations (including schools); partnerships; regional and national organisations; organisations whose normal activity is not arts-related, including voluntary and community groups and groups of organisations (one will need to take the lead and have the main responsibility for managing the application and any grant). Grants to individuals are for up to £30,000 and are available to; artists;’ performers; writers; promoters; presenters; curators; producers; groups of individual; and other individuals working in the arts. 

Examples of schools that have successfully applied for funding to the programme include:

· Thomas Mills High School, which received a grant of £800 to run a Creative Writing Workshop.  

· Hillocks Primary and Nursery School which received a grant of £25,000 for the development of an Arts Hall 

· Redhill School which received a grant of £5,000 to run a Arts Celebration Week

· Tibshelf Community School which received a grant of £3,300 to support a Summer School Project

· Rushcliffe Small Schools Cluster Group which received a grant of £8,150 for a Multicultural Arts Festival

Applications can be submitted at any time and there is no application deadline.

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/gfta.php
Paul Hamlyn Foundation Education and Learning Programme (UK) 
The Paul Hamlyn Foundation is currently accepting applications under its Education and Learning programme. In particular, the Foundation is looking to fund projects that promote innovation and change in the areas of;

· Supplementary schooling 

· Tackling school exclusion and truancy. 

The Trustees of the Foundation are particularly interested in proposals which meet their priorities:

· Children and young people (up to 25 years old) 

· Inter-generational groups including children and young people (up to 25 years old) with their families, carers and communities 

· Particularly, but not exclusively, people who live outside London 

Eligible organisations that can apply for funding include charities, local authorities individual pre-schools, schools, out-of-school clubs, supplementary schools, colleges and youth clubs if they demonstrate benefits to the wider community and include partnership working that will result in increasing access to education and learning to all communities and age groups. The costs that can be covered by the Foundation’s grants include running costs such as staff salaries and overheads such as stationery, rent, rates and utilities. There is no minimum or maximum size of grant that organisation’s can apply for but the average size grant awarded in 2006 -07 was £19,300. Applications can be made at any time.  An example of a successful application is the Leicester Complementary Schools Trust which received a grant of £99,130 over two years to develop a close working partnership between mainstream schools and complementary schools and building the capacity of Leicester’s complementary education sector.

http://www.phf.org.uk/landing.asp?id=3
