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…using Hampshire’s Joint Information Link to bring information to those caring for children with disabilities.
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Ed’s bit

It’s a packed issue this time and I do hope you will find things to interest you in these pages. 

Most importantly, the draft eligibility criteria for receiving services from Children’s Services have now been published and consultation events have been held for both parents and carers and for professionals. The results are included with this newsletter but it’s not too late to have your say. See the article in County News for details of how to get your copy of the eligibility criteria and a questionnaire
Kind regards,

Fiona Hall

Joint Information Link Co-ordinator, Hampshire County Council Children's Services Dept, First Floor, Ashburton Court East, Winchester SO23 8UG  Phone: 01962 846123   e-mail:joint.information.link@hants.gov.uk
National News
Adult autism strategy consultation 

The Department of Health are working to develop an autism strategy that tackles the barriers faced by adults with an autistic spectrum condition (ASC) and their families. The strategy will look at the needs of all adults with autism from across the spectrum (including Asperger syndrome and high functioning autism). It is crucial that adults with an ASC and their families receive the right support to allow them to live full lives. 

An ASC is a lifelong developmental disability that affects the way a person communicates with, and relates to, other people. It also affects how someone makes sense of the world around them. It is a spectrum condition, which means that, while all people with autism share certain difficulties, their condition will affect them in different ways. 

Adults with an ASC, and their families, can face a great many challenges in both their everyday lives and in accessing the services and support that they need. Their condition is often overlooked or misunderstood by professionals and by society.

The aim of the consultation is to seek your views on what actions, in which areas, can deliver the greatest life changes for the largest number of adults with an ASC. The consultation considers five key themes for delivering change – health, social inclusion, choice and control, awareness raising and training, and access to training and employment. The consultation runs from 29 April 2009 to 15 September 2009.

If you have views on this and wish to make them known, complete the questionnaire included in the consultation document at the following link 

· A better future: a consultation on a future strategy for adults with autistic spectrum conditions 

and return it to:

Adult ASC Strategy Consultation, Department of Health, Room 124, Wellington House,133 – 155 Waterloo Rd, London SE1 8UG

e-mail:  autism@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
 Recruiting for the Children and Youth Board 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families has now begun their search for 25 children and young people aged between 8 to 18 to form the Children and Youth Board 2009-2011. The two year Board will take on the role of advising the Ministers and policy officials on the development of policy and practice that affects children and young people in England.

This is a fantastic opportunity for children and young people to gain knowledge of how government and policy works whilst working as part of a team with other children and young people from all walks of life and parts of England.  Through their involvement they will learn new skills and experience new things.  The experience of being on the Children and Youth Board has proved very enjoyable and fulfilling for children and young people, as a member from the last Board can testify:

"The whole experience was mind blowing, I learnt so much about how the government works, including how Ministers' plans can change any second.  Helping with the Children's Plan and seeing the result was great.  I hope other young people get a chance to do it too!"  Member of the CYB 2007-2009

The Department wishes to recruit children and young people of all backgrounds across the nine government regions of England.  Applicants do not need previous experience of taking part in similar projects, just a lot of enthusiasm and a keen interest in working as part of a team to influence decisions that affect children and young people.

The National Children's Bureau has been commissioned to coordinate the Children and Youth Board 2009-2011 so please contact Sarah Chittenden on the details below if you have any questions about the Board and/or would like to request an application pack.  

The Applications deadline is Monday 29 June, 10am. For more information telephone: 0207 843 6103 or e-mail: schittenden@ncb.org.uk

Helping Families in Recession

On 13 May 2009 Secretary of State for Children, Ed Balls, announced a £3 million package of investment, aimed at helping organisations offer more services such as relationship and family counselling to those affected by the recession. 
The funding includes: 

· £150,000 for Parentline Plus to increase promotion of their 24 hour helpline. 

· Extra funding to be shared between parenting organisations including NetMums, Dads Space, One Space, Oneplusone/Couple Connection and Contact a Family to provide online support like debt counseling. 

· Funding for the Kids in the Middle coalition of charities, including Gingerbread and the Fatherhood Institute, which was brought together to support children caught in the middle of separation by helping parents understand its impact on them. 

For more information visit: www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0096 or telephone 0870 000 2288
Extra Tax Credit Payments 

If your child is awarded Disability Living Allowance (DLA) or has an existing DLA award increased to the highest rate, this can lead to extra child tax credit payments, known as the disability elements.

Following lobbying by Contact a Family and others, the rules on backdating of these payments have been simplified.

Prior to April 2009, any parent who wanted to make sure these disability elements were fully backdated had to notify tax credits both when they claimed DLA and when they got a DLA award. Many parents lost out because they were unaware of the need to tell tax credits that a claim was being made. However, since April 2009 the rules have been simplified. Now you only need to notify DLA once - when you get an award. If you are awarded DLA for your child (or have an existing award increased to the high rate for personal care) let tax credits know within three months of the DLA decision. So long as you do this, any extra tax credit payments will be backdated in line with the DLA award.

You can access the new rules in full at Web:

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2009/pdf/uksi_20090697_en.pdf
Cash Crisis Grants

Save the Children, in partnership with UK charity Family Action, is distributing cash crisis grants to around a thousand families who are struggling in the recession. 

They aim to deliver £150,000 to those families most in need. The money will be given to help people pay for basic essentials. Help is for low income families with children up to 18 years old, including families with disabled children. It is particularly aimed at people living on benefits or who have just lost their jobs.

To find out how to apply for a crisis grant please visit Family Action at Web: http://www.family-action.org.uk or download an application form at Web:

http://www.family-action.org.uk/uploads/documents/Families%20in%20Crisis%20Application%20Form.pdf
Young People's manifesto
This summer Every Disabled Child Matters are working with disabled children and young people to develop a disabled young people’s manifesto. They want to make sure disabled children’s issues are a key priority for all three political parties in the run up to the next general election. 

 

The manifesto will be launched this autumn and will be asking each party to respond to disabled children and young people on the issues they have raised. EDCM want to hear from all disabled children and young people about what they want to include in a young people’s manifesto. Please make sure all the children and young people you are in touch with get the chance to make their views known! 

How you can get involved

• Ask young people to fill in the EDCM template form and return it 

• Ask young people to take photos of things they want to raise with government for example inaccessible transport that doesn’t work for them or a good example of an inclusive play setting that does work for them 

• Make a young people’s manifesto the topic of a group participation session, and find out young people’s views 

• Work with groups to write or draw their ideas about the issues that they want to see addressed in party manifesto’s for example Health, Education, Equalities, Disabled children’s rights, Being included in your community 

• …or any other activities that find out what disabled children and young people want in their manifesto for change! 

  

To find out more and download an information pack and template form go to 

www.edcm.org.uk/ypmanifesto 

  

How young people can get involved

• Answer the questions on the form 

• Write and tell EDCM what you think the government should be doing better for disabled children and young people 

• Tell EDCM about school, health, getting a job, college, disabled children’s rights or anything else that is important to you 

   

There will be a £20 voucher for the first three young people’s entries picked out of a hat after the closing date, as a 'thank you' for getting involved. Please send your answers, photos or pictures to Pamela Shaw by Friday 26th June 2009. 

Pamela Shaw, Campaign Officer Every Disabled Child Matters 

National Children's Bureau  8 Wakley Street 

London EC1V 7QE  Direct Line: 020 7843 6318 

SEN and Disability (Support) Bill

A second private members bill drafted by the National Autistic Society was debated in the House of Commons on Friday 15 May 2009.  The SEN and Disability (Support) Bill was taken forward by John Bercow MP with the aim of improving educational support for children with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities.

The debate on the Bill lasted over four hours. As a result of pressure generated by the Bill, the Government made a number of commitments. In particular:

· new guidance will mean local authorities have to plan strategically for specialist support for children with SEN and disabilities 

· during an Ofsted inspection, if SEN provision is not satisfactory, the school will be deemed as "causing concern" even if the school is judged as good in every other way.  

A full list of the commitments is below. 

The Minister also re-stated some of the Government's commitments to children in relation to the Autism Bill. Following assurances on all these commitments, John Bercow agreed to withdraw the Bill. 
 
This is a fantastic outcome, particularly for a bill drawn so near the bottom of the ballot (19 out of 20)  
.
The NAS also organised a seminar bringing together senior representatives from the Government and relevant agencies to discuss the issues raised in the Bill and take them forward.  

The Government agreed to the following commitments:

· to examine how they can use existing resources to extend new SEN training modules to existing SENCOs and encourage SENCOs to take advantage of the new Inclusion Development Programme resources 

· to get local authorities to strategically plan specialist support services for children with SEN and disabilities through forthcoming statutory guidance on Children's and Young People's Plans (CYPPs)  

· to promote and actively support the Quality Standards for SEN support and outreach services 

· to require CYPPs to include a strategy for the local workforce to deliver the plan's priorities for children and young people with SEN and disabilities 

· to require every school inspection report to include a judgement on quality of learning for pupils with SEN and disabilities. Where a school is inadequate in this respect it will no longer be able to receive an "outstanding" rating and will be deemed as "causing concern" 

· to commit to decisive action if required following the findings of Brian Lamb's report on inspections in July 

· to highlight the importance of reducing the rate of exclusions of pupils with SEN in forthcoming behaviour and attendance guidance, and to consult with MPs and the sector on this.
Federation of Leaders in Special Education

The Department for Education and Skills has provided £150,000 in start-up funds to create a national representative body for special schools. 

The new body is called the 'Federation of Leaders in Special Education' (FLSE). It aims 'to shape and deliver SEN policy to ensure every child's needs are met'. They welcome all those who are involved in the education of children and young people with special educational needs.

For more information visit Web: http://www.flse.org.uk/ . or email Gerry Gamble
head.notton.house.sp@bristol-city.gov.uk Chair EBD Residential
Free Holidays

Camp Quality UK is a charity that takes children with a potential life limiting illness (including cancer) on holidays, giving them the chance to be themselves and to have fun.

The holiday programme is structured to cater for all abilities and disabilities and there is a medical team on hand. Every holiday is funded entirely by Camp Quality UK and is provided free of charge to each child.

For more information visit Web: http://www.campquality.org.uk  or telephone 07717 542376
Sense Holidays 

Sense has supported a wide range of events for deafblind people and their families this year. Sense have organised more leisure activities, including Saturday Clubs, holidays and family days, than ever before  As a result of this many new friendships have been formed and individuals with personal issues have been helped by being able to discuss them with their peers and listen to other peoples’ experiences. 

Sense also supports families, giving them a voice and enabling them to share information and offer vital support to each other. Their membership scheme has 1,521 members, and they support 14 branches, Family Network events and a range of other groups across the country. 

Last year Sense was able to offer 29 friendly, accessible and stimulating holidays to 148 deafblind people. This also enabled carers to have a much-needed break. Parents and carers enjoy the break from their caring responsibilities, knowing they can trust the support provided by Sense. For many it is the most significant break from caring they get. The many benefits include: 

· emotional - ability to cope, shifting focus, lack of responsibility and stress, time with other family members 

· practical - extra work, cleaning, shopping etc 

· perceptions - seeing their child as capable, independent, and able to enjoy themselves.

Sense has produced a presentation (pdf, 551kb) about the impact of Sense holidays on deafblind people and their families. If you are interested in applying for a place on a Sense holiday or would like a copy of the presentation, telephone 0845 127 0060 / 020 7520 0999  or e-mail holidays@sense.org.uk 
Increase In Family Fund Age Limits
Recent changes in the age limits mean that the Family Fund can now give grants for severely disabled children aged up to 18. 

To qualify, eligible families must have an income of no more than £23,000 per year and savings of £18,000 or less (figures current from 2008, reviewed periodically). The fund can help families caring for a disabled child up to 18 providing the application is received before the young person's 18th birthday.

For information telephone: 01904 550037 or visit Web: http://www.familyfund.org.uk/ . 

Learning Disability Champion. 

Special Olympian and self-advocacy champion Scott Watkin has been confirmed as the government’s new learning disability champion. The 27-year-old, from the Isle of Wight, will work jointly with Anne Williams, the national director for learning disabilities.

His role will involve pushing forward the plans set out in 'Valuing People Now', and presenting the government with the views of people with a learning disability and their families. He will also lead work to develop strong and effective self-advocacy. The position of co-national director has been vacant since Nicola Smith stood down in March last year.

“As co-national director I would like to see that the lives of people with a learning disability change for the better,” said Scott. “I am looking forward to being part of the team, and the new challenges ahead in delivering 'Valuing People Now'.” 


Learning Disability Week 

Learning Disability Week is a national awareness week run by Mencap, taking place from Monday 22 to Sunday 28 June, with the theme of the Changing Places campaign. 

Mencap, together with the Changing Places Consortium, is campaigning for fully accessible toilets – with a hoist, changing bench and plenty of space – to be installed in all big public places, including shopping centres, arts venues and hospitals. Without access to Changing Places toilets, carers are often forced to change family members with profound and multiple learning disabilities on a dirty toilet floor. If they don't, they can only go out for a short time or not at all.

You can support the week by sending in to Mencap real-life stories of how Changing Places toilets change lives – this is really important to get people interested in the campaign

To get in touch e-mail:  ldw@mencap.org.uk or call 020 7696 6952. 

Letters to PCTs set out expectations
The government has written to every Primary Care Trust in England setting out the funding position and specific actions required from PCTs to improve the lives of disabled children. In addition, the Care Quality Commission announced that it will carry out a special review this year that will examine health and social care for families with disabled children and young people.

The child health strategy ‘Healthy lives, brighter futures’ published in February confirms that £340m is available for PCTs for disabled children from 2008-2011, with £30m of the total for children’s palliative care. Following this announcement, Every Disabled Child Matters wrote to every PCT asking how much they each plan to spend on disabled children’s health services, and called on its 30,000 supporters to do the same.

Two letters have been sent – one to PCT Chairs from Children’s Secretary Rt Hon Ed Balls MP and Health Secretary Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP, and one to PCT Chief Executives from Christine Beasley, Chief Nursing Officer, and David Flory, Director General NHS Finance. The Ministerial letter clarifies for PCTs that 1.23% of the £27,596m additional resources the Department of Health is making to PCTs from 2008-2011 is for disabled children’s services. It emphasises the importance of local partnership working to embed national priorities into local delivery plans.
The second letter sets out the priority areas that should benefit from this expenditure and the key outcomes for those priorities. In summary these are:

Short breaks – to ensure disabled children with complex health needs and their families can enjoy the same opportunities for short breaks as other disabled children

Community equipment – NHS to work with partners to ensure there is timely and comprehensive assessment of disabled children’s needs… and improve the timely provision of equipment

Wheelchairs – to improve access to powered wheelchairs for children who need them, reduce waiting times for assessment and provision

Children’s palliative care – to develop services to meet the goals set out in ‘Better Care, Better Lives’ – in particular, to develop children’s community nursing…and build capacity in children’s palliative care networks

It also sets out clear expectations of the action required by PCTs to monitor progress and future priorities. PCTs and Strategic Health Authorities will be asked to ‘prepare a commentary to accompany the publication of 2008-09 performance data in September 2009.’ The letter goes on to say ‘as part of that commentary, we shall be mandating a local statement by PCTs setting out their actions, either alone or in partnership with the Local Strategic Partnership, in the four areas of short breaks, community equipment, wheelchairs and palliative care…in preparation for this, PCTs should review their local priorities and plans in these four areas, taking account of existing local partnership plans and activities.’
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) (the new regulator for health and adult social care) will be carrying out a special review this year that will examine health and social care for families with disabled children and young people. EDCM will also be launching a new campaign briefing in the summer on disabled children and health, highlighting the further action needed to ensure disabled children and their families experience a service from all of the NHS that meets their needs.
Living Made Easy for Children

The national charity the Disabled Living Foundation (DLF) has launched an innovative new advice and information website on equipment for children and young people with disabilities. 

‘Living made easy for children’ builds on the success of DLF’s leading website ‘Living made easy’, and makes freely available on the internet for the very first time the advice and information on children’s equipment that DLF has built up over its long history. The aim of the website is to eventually bring together information on every product for children and young people with disabilities into one place, helping parents and carers and healthcare professionals such as paediatric occupational therapists to easily compare products and make informed decisions about what might help them. All the advice and information has been created by the DLF’s team of expert occupational therapists so that visitors can get as much information as they need before contacting a supplier.
Chris Shaw, the DLF’s Chief Executive, explains “Parents of children and young people with disabilities find it extremely hard to get information that can help their child. The need for a website like ‘Living made easy for children’ was obvious and we were delighted that the Department for Children, Schools and Families agreed to fund its development. The site has been extensively tested with users before launch so we hope that the service will really assist people in finding the help, information and equipment they need.”

‘Living made easy for children’ contains a number of innovative features that have proven popular with those involved in testing the website. For example, DLF’s star rating system rates products based on things like whether suppliers have provided prices for the product and whether they have signed up to certain industry Codes of Conduct, helping people find products from reputable suppliers who are transparent about their pricing more easily. Users can also review products themselves, can discuss products with other parents or ask for specific advice from one of the DLF’s occupational therapists in the website’s forum. 

Members of the public can obtain advice from the DLF Helpline service, which responds to up to 25,000 enquiries a year, or try products out at its Equipment Demonstration Centre in London, one of the largest in the UK. 

Contact:Disabled Living Foundation, 380-384 Harrow Road London W9 2HU 
Helpline: 0845 130 9177  Opening time: 10am - 4pm, Mon-Fri 
Models Wanted!

Mencap's magazine Viewpoint is looking for models for a photoshoot

Last year Viewpoint featured stunning photos of young people with a learning disability. This year creative director Gary Harvey is looking for people with a learning disability aged 18-40 to take part in a new photoshoot. 

The deadline for applying has now been extended to 15 June 2009. To apply, please send the following to the Viewpoint team:

· a photo of yourself

· your name, age, address and telephone number a short paragraph explaining why you would like to be in the photoshoot, what makes you angry and what makes you smile.

Successful applicants will be told by 30 June 2009. Photos sent in cannot be returned.

The photoshoot will take place in London in the summer. Reasonable travel expenses will be paid and those selected may bring a supporter on the day. Please let Mencap know if you have any special requirements or access needs.

Entries should be sent to viewpoint@mencap.org.uk or Viewpoint, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y 0RT. If you have any questions, please call Helen Burger on 020 7696 5534. www.mencap.org.uk
New Savings Scheme 

The government has included families with disabled children in their plans for a savings scheme called the 'Saving Gateway'.

From 2010 the savings scheme will be open to people of working age on low incomes and in receipt of specified benefits, including Carer's Allowance. For every pound saved the government will give a contribution of 50p. Savers will be able to pay up to £25 a month into their account for two years, which means a potential contribution from the government of £300 after the two year period.

For more information visit Web:

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/MoneyTaxAndBenefits/ManagingMoney/SavingsAndInvestments/DG_10010450
New website for mental health problems. 

YoungMinds have launched a new website 'My head Hurts', a new website for young people with mental health problems. It provides information to young people diagnosed with anxiety, self harm, conduct disorder, depression, ADHD and eating disorders. The idea for the site came from young people themselves and they have been central in its creation and content.

For more information visit Web:

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/my-head-hurts .
Parent Know How 

Mums and dads face choices every day but making the right choice can be daunting. That’s why at the heart of Government support for parents is a drive to improve the quality of information on services available to families. 

In September 2009, an extensive online directory will be launched offering parents and those working with them the ability to search for information about childcare and families services in both their local community and nationally. 

Whether looking for childcare, local play areas, parenting groups or general services, the Parent Know How directory seeks to provide families with a single trusted source of information, such as:

· information about services and facilities which might be of benefit to them in their parenting role

· extensive information on registered and non-registered care available locally and elsewhere, which might be suitable for their children

The directory will be available through Directgov, local authority websites across England, and other locations such as libraries and children’s centres. Parents will also be able to access the directory through a range of third and private sector websites. But it will not just be for those with access to the Internet. Local authority Families Information Services will be able to use the Directory to offer an improved service for parents either over the telephone or directly at their local offices.
Parent support organisations

To help organisations offer the Directory to parents through their own websites, the Department is creating a toolkit that can be easily integrated into any existing website. This toolkit will allow websites to be enhanced with rich, intuitive search and browse features. If your organisation is interested in offering the Parent Know How Directory to parents either online or offline, please contact the team at: parentknowhow.directory@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Plan for greater safety

New research from the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) confirms that disabled people are at greater risk than others of being victims of violence and hostility and it is people with a learning disability who face the greatest risk.

In response to this, the EHRC has published 'Promoting the safety and security of disabled people' – a three-point plan to address the safety of disabled people. The plan includes a commitment of funding to advocacy groups, as well as a review of public institutions’ responsibilities to promote positive attitudes under the Disability Equality Duty. The EHRC will also work with criminal justice agencies to remove barriers to justice for disabled people.

Mencap’s chief executive, Mark Goldring, said that the government must take immediate action to tackle hate crime against people with a learning disability. “The number of abhorrent acts of violence against people with a learning disability is shocking,” he said. “The government and all parts of the criminal justice system must take responsibility.”

Trevor Phillips, chairman of EHRC, said: “We all remember the horrific murder of Brent Martin and Steven Hoskin, two young men with learning disabilities who were viciously killed by those who befriended them.

“We all want disabled people to be able to go out and play a full part in their community but too often a trip to the pub, the shops, the swimming pool or work is such an ordeal that it seems easier to narrow their horizons, to stay indoors. This is a hidden catastrophe that we need to address.”
Sports Mentors 
Sky Sports Living for Sport mentoring programme, administered by the Youth Sports Trust, is now being rolled out nationwide. Schools can sign up to the programme online, which gives them access to 13 sports mentors. All of the mentors have been selected for their ability to engage with young people through their own stories of struggle, such as bullying, dyslexia, exclusion and living with a disability, thereby inspiring pupils who have similar problems

Sky Sports Living for Sport is now available free to all secondary schools. By taking part, your school is able to:

· Have a chance to receive a visit from one of the team of Athlete Mentors 

· Get free T-shirts for your students 

· Download case studies of what other schools have been doing 

· Take part in competitions for superb prizes

A team of world class athletes are visiting Sky Sports Living for Sport groups across the country to motivate and engage young people. With a host of Olympic, Paralympic, World and Commonwealth medals between them, the Athlete Mentors bring the excitement of their sporting successes to the classroom. 

Each Athlete Mentor has been selected for their ability to engage with young people through their own contrasting stories of success and struggle. They highlight the challenges they had to overcome including bullying, dyslexia, exclusion and living with a disability. 

The Athlete Mentors will build on the great work already being done by your school through Sky Sport Living for Sport, reinforcing the messages the school are already delivering and adding value to their programme. 

Results so far 

· Over 80% of teachers have said the project has been successful in achieving its aims 

· Over 70% of young people involved have shown improvements in self- esteem and self-confidence 

· Over 70% of young people involved have shown improvements in behaviour 

· And over 80% of young people involved have shown improvements in attendance and punctuality. 

And it's all free, to find out more visit the website at:
http://livingforsport.skysports.com/overview/how.aspx
Young people's housing requirements.

In their January/February 2009 magazine, Mencap reported on a study that was carried out by Dimensions which looked at the experiences of young people between the ages of 18 and 30 around transition from the family home into their own accommodation. Some key highlights of the research are:

· How to put together a person centred plan 

· A summary of benefits available to young people 

· A Funding timeline outlining all major assessments 

· Guidance on finding the perfect home 

· Ten case studies of young people who have successfully moved into their own home.

Transitions Development Manager at Dimensions, Kate Jackson, says:
"Parents need to be better informed about available housing options at the point of transition planning. No truly person-centred plan should overlook the importance of having 'A Home of My Own'."

 Dimensions produced a report 'A Home of My Own' which includes advice for young people and their families, and best practice guidelines - visit

http://www.dimensions-uk.org/ahomeofmyown or telephone Dimensions on 0118 929 7900
County News
Eligibility Criteria: Have Your Views Heard!

Hampshire County Council is currently undertaking a consultation with the parents and carers of disabled young people in Hampshire, to discuss the 'Eligibility Criteria' which determines their access to specialist social care services, such as overnight short breaks and care in the home.

The consultation was launched in response to feedback from parents which indicated that the criteria currently in place was unfair and difficult to understand. As a result, the criteria was re-drafted, and views on this new ‘draft’ eligibility criteria were then invited.  

A Consultation Event just for parents was held at the Hampshire Rosebowl on 7th May 2009. This was followed by two events for professionals to have their say, on 14th May at the Winchester Vineyard, and 21st May at the Alton Maltings. 

All three events involved not only PowerPoint presentations, but also more informal roundtable discussions. These were a very positive and constructive exercise, with lots of free and frank discussion and with everyone keen to share their views and suggestions for how the criteria could be improved to help families in the way it is intended to. The one thing which everyone seemed to agree on was that this will not be an easy task! 

One parent commented: “On the Eligibility Criteria I felt that I was a valued partner in the process rather than a “token parent” included because I had to be”.
Everybody agreed that a good Eligibility Criteria should be fair, transparent, easily accessible to everybody, and should be person-centred, not budget centred. It is also important that the criteria considers not only the child but also the wider family. A more thorough breakdown of what people have told us so far is included with this article. As can be seen, there is still plenty of work to be done! 

Although the last of our formal Consultation events has now been held, there is still the chance to get involved and tell us what you think, and we are really keen that you do! 

Parents can either request a paper copy of the draft eligibility criteria (and a questionnaire to record their views) by phone or post, or those with internet access can send an email to the email address below to request electronic version of these forms.

If you were unable to attend our Consultation Events, or if you would just like to know what other people think, the notes from all three events can also be sent to you. 

This consultation is a real opportunity to effect changes, have your opinions heard and to help shape the Eligibility Criteria which will form the basis for providing future services, so please do take the time to record you views. 

For more information or to request a copy of the draft Eligibility Criteria and a questionnaire, please contact  Oliver Hine in our Aiming High Team, by telephone on 01962 846399, or email oliver.hine@hants.gov.uk 

Alternatively, please write to: Oliver Hine, Children’s Services Department, 1st Floor, Ashburton Court East, The Castle, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 8UD.   

Equality 2025 comes to Southampton
Equality 2025 is a network of disabled people advising the Westminster Government on how to achieve disability equality. It was set up in December 2006 in response to the Government report 'Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People'. (link opens at cabinetoffice.gov.uk). Equality 2025's members offer a diverse range of skills and experience from a variety of backgrounds. Together, the group has been appointed as an informed source of advice and expertise on disability issues. Each member has been appointed for three years.

The first major London meeting of Equality 2025 will be at Upton Park, the home of West Ham Football Club, on Tuesday 30 June (a change from the originally published date), where topics will include the UN Convention on the Rights of Disabled People and Independent Living. 
On Thursday 9 July Equality 2025 will be visiting Southampton's DeVere Grand Harbour Hotel.

If you are disabled and would like to attend either event, please contact Equality 2025 via eq2025.secretariat@dwp.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone on 020 7449 5073. Equality 2025 will reimburse reasonable expenses relating to your attendance, but please check any likely costs before you visit.

For more information about the work of Equality 2025 visit the website at: www.officefordisability.gov.uk/equality2025/default.asp

Nuffield Theatre reach out
The Nuffield theatre at Southampton offer signed and described performances, audio brochures and magnifying sheets, wheelchair access plus one free seat for those accompanying a wheelchair user or those needing a care assistant.

Tracey Woolmer, the audience development office at the Nuffield is happy to visit groups over the summer to talk about their theatre experiences and find out how they can help enrich your visit to the Nuffield. So if you would like to meet Tracey and hear how they can help you and your group, please call on 02380 315500 Extension 227
Local News
Funfest 2009
The Local Lions Clubs would like to invite you to FUNFEST 2009. Taking place on Sunday 28 June at Calthorpe Park School  and Hart Leisure Centre, Fleet , Hampshire Funfest is a free family fun day for childrenand adults with disabilities taking place in Fleet. There will be stalls, bouncy castles, rides, music and entertainment. Each family will also receive a FREE swim ticket for The Hart Leisure Centre. 

For more information and booking details please visit http://www.hartlions.org.uk/funfest2009.html
Contact 

Lion Susan Jackson, 5 Bowenhurst Gardens, Church Crookham, Hants GU52 6NB Telephone: 01252 626341

Oaks Playscheme

The emphasis at the Oaks Special Needs Playscheme is on fun and play within a safe and caring environment. It is a non-profit organisation, run for families in the Petersfield and surrounding areas and based at the Froxfield Village Hall, High Cross, Froxfield GU32 1EG.

The age range is from 3 to 11 years with a supervision ratio of one adult to three children as a maximum and one to one is provided if needed. To make sure that they can meet the child’s needs a home visit is conducted before a child goes to the playscheme. Costs are £12 per session with drinks and snacks provided and sessions run from 10 am to 3pm. If you would like more information or to book a home visit, contact Lisa Finch, on 01730 818457

Starlight ASD Social Skills Group

After half term Starlight ASD Support will be launching an exciting new group for children who may present with difficulties surrounding social communication and interaction, as well as associated difficulties related to imagination, developing and understanding friendships and interactive play. 

They are very experienced within this field and have many years experience in helping children and young people learn and develop important social and life skills. Although previously 1:1 work has been the main focus of the work they do, due to popular demand they have now decided to launch social skills groups. 

The groups will run weekly for a period of six weeks, and will cover a specific theme each time.  Two groups will be held, the first from 4.00pm – 5.00pm and the second from 5.15pm – 6.15pm. Children will be allocated to a group based on their ability rather than their age. During the sessions the children will have an opportunity to learn specific skills, whilst interacting with other children in a caring and structured environment. All children will receive a certificate at the end of the six weeks. 

Please find below the details for the first group:

Dates: Thursday 11thJune, 18th June, 25th June, 2nd July, 9th July, 16th July

Time: To be confirmed 
Cost: £6 per session (can be paid weekly) 

Theme: “Understanding of Emotions 1” 

Venue: St Swithuns School Taswell Road Southsea PO5 2RG

Topics covered: 

· Basic understanding of emotions

· Understanding of their own emotions

· Understanding on non verbal emotions

· Emotional responses in social situations

· Response to other people’s emotions

· Final session: interactive activities and certificate presentation

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further please ring Jenn Davies on 07777 665546 e-mail: daviesjenn4@googlemail.com or Laura Hine on 07777 665546 e-mail: lmhine@googlemail.com
Special Needs Youth Group

The Children’s Services youth team are currently running a group for young people between the ages of 11 to 16 with special needs. They are open to  young people with disabilities from the East Hants district. The youth club is open on a Tuesday from 4 to 6pm at Rkdia youth project in Horndean, Portsmouth Road. Young people can mix with other young people with extra support needs and have the opportunity to have fun and enjoy new experiences. 

If you need any more information please contact:
Vicky Sawyer Youth Support Worker, E.Hants Youth Team, Childrens Services Dept, RKdia Yth Project, Knighton Corner, Portsmouth Road. Horndean P08 9NN  Phone 02392 598420 

Playday 2009

Playday is the annual celebration of children’s right to play. Playday is a national campaign – now in its 22nd year – where thousands of children and young people get out and play at locally organised events. This year Playday 2009: is on Wednesday 5 August. Anyone can organise a Playday event or take part in celebrations. Each year Playday has a campaign theme, this year it's Make time! The campaign is calling for everyone to make time for play. From parents, carers and teachers, to policy makers and planners - everyone can make time to support children’s right to play.

On Playday and throughout the summer of 2009, thousands of children, young people and communities will get out and play at hundreds of locally organised events across the UK. Why not organise one in your community?

There’s a fantastic network of Playday event organisers and supporters to draw help from - you can post questions and share tips with other Playday event organisers on the Playday forum. Most importantly, ask everyone you know and work with to make time for Playday 2009, together we can raise the profile of children’s right to play.

 

There are events organsised already in Hampshire and more may be added to the website at: http://www.playday.org.uk/default.aspx?page=771
Andover - Pilgrims Way Andover HantsSP10 5HW 

Date: 12 August Time: 10am  Details: a fun day using old fashioned traditional games open to families and children aged from 0 to 90

Contact name: Lesley Piggott Contact telephone. : 01264729180
Contact email address: phoenix.centre@hotmail.com 

Fareham - Neville Lovett School Grounds

Date: 5 August 2009 Time: 10 - 4pm Details: Open to local public Fareham Multi-Agency Play Event Police, fire and coastal 'play safely' teams. 0-5 events organised by Merryfields Children's Centre 6-13 play and creativity organised by Fareham Locality Team 14-16 events by Connexions/Youth

Contact: Playday, 8 Wakley Street, London EC1V 7QE

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7843 6300
Email: playday@ncb.org.uk if you require further information. 

Fareham - Westway open space off segensworth road
Westway Road, Titchfield, Fareham Hampshire PO15 

Date: 5 August Time: 13:00 - 16:00hrs Details: We will be holding National Play Day within the community of Titchfield. Westway Road (off if Segensworth Road) Fareham. Please feel free to bring a picnic. Light refreshements will be availble to purchase. Events such as bouncy castles, face painting, library service, local agencies, Natural play and arts and crafts are on offer! A toilet will be on site

Contact: Paul Carter telephone: 01329236100   

e- mail:pcarter@fareham.gov.uk 

Fleet - The Green, Elvetham Heath Fleet Hampshire

Date: 5th August 2009 Time: 10-00 am

Details: World Jungle providing global games, arts and crafts. Natural resources corner of Boxes, paper, paints, sticks; local school playing their steel pans throughout the day. Bouncy Castle and water play.

Contact Elinor Gold (Out of School Childcare Officer Hart) telephone 01256845490 e-mail: Elinor.Gold@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Havant - Staunton Country Park Leigh Park Gardens,, Middle Park Way, Havant Hampshire PO9 5HB 

Date: 5th August 2009Time: 11am - 4pm

Details: The event will be a FREE family fun day with lots of different activities that you would not normally be able to access for free, ranging from giant inflatables and crazy golf to, hat making and Laser Quest! There will also be the opportunity to find information about the different children’s services available within Havant Borough Council.

Contact: Andy Wheeler telephone 02392446170 e- mail:andrew.wheeler@havant.gov.uk 

Southampton - Hoglands Park St Marys Place Southampton Hampshire SO14 3HY 

Date: Friday 24 July 2009 Time: 10am to 2pm
Details: Southampton Summer Play Day 2009! A Celebration of a "Child's right to Play". Activities will include: Multi Sports & Games, Painting, Collage, Messy Play, Sand & Water Play, African Drumming, Music & Dance, Wood Play, Dough Making, Circus Skills, Story Telling & Drama, Bubble Play, Information Tent... and much more! Children's Organisations working together to provide a range of play opportunities. Dress for Mess!
Contact: Playday, 8 Wakley Street, London EC1V 7QE

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7843 6300
Email: playday@ncb.org.uk if you require further information. 

To send in any news or helpful information that you would like to share via Linklines contact: Fiona Hall, Joint Information Link Co-ordinator, Children's Services, Children & Families Strategic Planning Team, 1st floor, Ashburton Court East,  Winchester SO23 8UG Phone: 01962 846123  

e-mail:joint.information.link@hants.gov.uk
Remember, you will only receive Linklines directly if you are:

· a parent who has placed their child’s name on the Joint Information Link

or 

· a professional who has supplied their e-mail address 

If you have received this copy from any other source and would like to receive it directly in future, please contact me on the contact details given above
Thank You! 
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