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Linklines

…using Hampshire’s Joint Information Link to bring information to those caring for children with disabilities.
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Ed’s bit

In this edition we have enclosed important messages from six different organisations who are using Linklines as a way of getting their message out to the parents and carers who have a child registered on the Joint Information Link . 
I hope to see many of you at the Special Needs Information Day on April 25th, either at the workshops or as I walk round with the JIL leaflets.

Have an enjoyable Easter!
Kind regards,

Fiona Hall

Joint Information Link Co-ordinator, Hampshire County Council Children's Services Dept, First Floor, Ashburton Court East, Winchester SO23 8UG  Phone: 01962 846123   e-mail:joint.information.link@hants.gov.uk
National News
£340 Million pledged for disabled children

The Child Health Strategy ‘Healthy lives, brighter futures’ confirms primary care trusts (PCTs) will receive an additional £340m to spend on disabled children from 2008 to 2011, as well as the £340m allocated to local authorities through the Aiming High for Disabled Children programme and £90m capital funding from the Children's Plan.

Although PCT money has already been allocated, children's professionals and families have not known how much has been available, as it was bundled into PCTs' overall allocation. The announcement will enable campaigners to divide the total amount by the number of PCTs to give an indicative budget for each area.

Christine Lenehan, director of the Council for Disabled Children, said: "This will give us a far clearer picture of the funding that has already been available and will be for the coming year. That will enable us to hold PCTs to account on what they should be spending. It will also help PCT managers to properly channel resources into this."

Other measures announced in the strategy include:

· An expansion of family nurse partnerships, the US-originated scheme that targets support at vulnerable teenage parents.

· £30m on children's palliative care services

· An individual care plan for all children with complex needs by 2010

· A commitment to develop new commissioning models for community equipment  for children

Dr Simon Lenton, vice president, health services, at the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, said he hoped some of the money attached to the strategy would be spent on children with long term conditions such as cerebral palsy. He said: "The great thing about the strategy is that it comes with a significant amount of new money targeted around an area of genuine need”
N.B. Following publication on 12 February 2009 of the Child Health Strategy ‘Healthy lives, brighter futures’, Every Disabled Child Matters will be writing to every PCT in England asking them to set out the amount they plan to spend on services for disabled children in 2009-2011, as part of a new programme of work this year on disabled children and health. 
This will include a campaign briefing highlighting the remaining barriers to healthcare for disabled children, in terms of inequalities in access to universal services and gaps in the provision of specialist care.
Strategy document: http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_094400
Postal address: Department of Health, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London SW1A 2NS
Telephone: 020 7210 4850
Support Afasic 

Afasic, the charity helping those with speech, language and communication difficulties, are asking for opinions about the possible evening opening of their Helpline. The helpline, on - 0845 3 55 55 77, is open 10.30am to 2.30pm Monday to Friday. The team of staff and volunteers who man the helpline are all parents of children with speech and language impairments, who have received additional training to enable them to answer queries on a range of issues including: 

· the diagnosis and implications of speech and language impairments 

· speech and language therapy 

· schools' role in supporting children with speech and language impairments 

· statements, annual reviews and the role of the LEA 

· other professionals who might be involved 

· choosing a school for a child with speech and language impairments 

· state benefits 

There are 3 questions in the short Helpline survey at the website: http://www.afasic.org.uk/survey/hpsurv.htm so please help by going to the website and answering the questions or by contacting Afasic at Afasic,1st Floor, 20 Bowling Green Lane , London EC1R 0BD Telephone: 020 7490 9410 or       e-mail: info@afasic.org.uk 

Their fundraising team is busy too, organising a programme of events for this year. A team is being entered for the London Triathlon on August 1st 2009 and supporters of Afasic can enter their own team in the event to raise money for the charity. Each team needs 3 people, one to do the swim (1,500 metres), one to do the cycle (40km), and one to do the run (10km). Teams can be mixed and there is a minimum age of 18. For more information please go to http://www.afasic.org.uk/news.htm#tri
Be Someone to Tell 

Parentline Plus are expanding their recently launched Be Someone to Tell website

 http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/index.php?RDCT=852f52c0e51f6bf1142c 

They want to hear from parents who have had to deal with bullying at school, outside of school or at home. How did you cope? What support did you get? What made the difference? They particularly want to hear from parents who have had to tackle homophobic and sexual bullying. They would also like to hear from dads about how they have supported their children and what worked.

Please e-mail webcoordinator@parentlineplus.org.uk
P.S. Did you know that you can get lots of free or very low price (50p) leaflets on many parenting topics at the Parentline plus shop? 

http://www.parentlineplusforprofessionals.org.uk/shop/index.php?o=1
Everybody is Welcome Here 
A set of 15 A3 colour posters entitled ‘Everybody is welcome here’ aim to improve disability equality in secondary schools. They show photos of disabled and non-disabled school students in mainstream secondary schools learning, communicating, hanging out and playing together. 

Each poster has a quote from a young person and a useful fact. For example; 

“There’s more than one way to communicate”. “Did you know? British Sign Language is an official language in the UK and is the chosen means of communication for the Deaf Community”; and 

“All state secondary schools are under a legal duty to regularly get the views of Disabled Students about their school”. 

The photos capture school life taken by two professional photographers. The whole set help schools to meet their statutory duty to promote positive attitudes to disabled people. Funded by Awards for All, the posters are available from Disability Equality in Education, and cost £15 including postage 

Ask your school to order the posters by calling 0207 359 2855 or e-mailing d.johnstone@diseed.org.uk 
Quality Badges awarded to 65 activity providers.

The Quality Badge scheme is part of the government's £4.5m Out and About package, which helps teachers plan out-of-school activities.

The scheme aims to cut red tape by assuring teachers that venues have met the required standard, so they will not need to carry out their own risk or quality assessments.

Children's Secretary Ed Balls said: "Quality Badges offer teachers a guarantee that not only is a venue providing the sort of educational value that they can build on in class long after the visit, but they also have the appropriate risk management structures in place."

He added: "It is a significant victory in our battle to move away from the misguided perception that learning outside the classroom is a potential minefield for teachers. I am determined that no child should miss out on these vital experiences because of unnecessary red tape or because of a cotton wool culture that discourages all kinds of risk."

Low risk providers, such as museums, complete an online questionnaire to obtain a badge and are subject to spot checks, while higher risk providers, such as adventurous activity centres, are checked by independent industry assessors before they get a badge.

Ian Pearson, safety manager for educational visits organisation NST, one of the 65 organisations awarded a badge, said: "Understandably, for many parents, safety is a real concern when teachers organise visits using unassessed companies without fully realising the checks they need to put it in place. For this reason, we welcome the quality badge as a way for schools, teachers and parents to easily identify safe, quality providers."

The Out and About package was pledged in the government's Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto, launched in November 2006.
Legislation for autistic children one step closer

The Autism Bill, which was drafted by the National Autistic Society (NAS) and introduced as a private members bill by Conservative MP Cheryl Gillan, will force local authorities to monitor the number of autistic children and young people if it becomes an act. The Bill is one step closer to becoming law, after more than 100 MPs voted to take the proposed legislation to its next stage.

During debates at the bill's second reading on 27 February, the government pledged to hold local authorities legally accountable for providing appropriate support to children with autism, regardless of whether the bill becomes law. Local authorities would also have a statutory duty to offer effective transition services for young people with autism.

Mark Lever, chief executive of the NAS said he was delighted that MPs had voted for the bill. He said: "This is a landmark victory for the thousands of people with autism who say they feel isolated and ignored. There is still a long way to go, but we look forward to working with the government during the bill's committee stage to secure a brighter future for people with autism".
Become a Befriender
Face2Face is a project supported by SCOPE offering a one-to-one befriending service for parents of disabled children. Learning your child has a disability can come as a massive shock, or it may simply confirm something you’ve suspected for a long time. Either way, the news often leaves parents feeling shattered, lonely and needing support. That’s where Face 2 Face can help.

Face 2 Face is a network of trained volunteer befrienders who can help parents make positive adjustments to the news that their child has a disability. Every Face 2 Face befriender is a parent too – someone whose own child has a disability. They know what it’s like to cope with a new diagnosis and can offer support parent-to-parent.

Face 2 Face is free and confidential. A befriender can either visit you at home or you can agree another convenient location. It is an informal and flexible arrangement designed to suit you. They support parents of children with any type of disability or special need.

There are no Befrienders yet in Hampshire!

As a parent of a disabled child you have something unique to offer. Because of your own experiences you can empathise with new parents and help them to make positive adjustments to the news of their child’s disability. 

There is a  free befriending training course at Sunfield, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. (with accommodation if required) running over three separate weekends, all of which need to be attended: 

• 

· 9th/10th May 

· 13th/14th June 

· 4th/5th July 
Included are the following: 

· Schemes, roles, referrals 

· What is befriending 

· Qualities of a befriender 

· Active listening 

· Trust and self-disclosure 

· Taking Care of Yourself 

· Tasks of adjustment 

· Difficult feelings 

· Boundaries 

The online and telephone befriending service complements the Face 2 Face schemes and delivers the same support. To meet increasing demand this service has been developed to support the delivery of the befriending service to as many parents, in as many places as possible and provides a befriending service to: 

• 

· parents who do not have a local Face 2 Face scheme 

· those who find it easier to discuss their feelings online or by telephone 

· those with commitments that make meeting in person difficult. 

Places are limited − so to book yours, or for more information, please contact Juliet Blackburn at PO Box 452, Bristol, BS32 4WT. You can also telephone 01454 618756 and e-mail juliet.blackburn@scope.org.uk 
Get the Skill

Skill – the national bureau for student with disabilities - are a national independent charity promoting opportunities for young people and adults with any kind of impairment in post-16 education, training and employment.
Since 1974 they have been helping young people and adults over 16 years of age with any kind of impairment including physical and sensory disabilities, learning and mental health difficulties throughout the UK. They believe that for many disabled people education is the key to leading a fulfilling and independent life. 

What do they do? 

Provide a free information and advice service for individual disabled people and the professionals who work with them, via a freephone helpline on 0800 328 5050, by e-mail at info@skill.org.uk and the website at http://www.skill.org.uk/index.aspx and by letters sent to. Skill, Unit 3, Floor 3, Radisson Court, 219 Long Lane, London SE1 4PR 

·  This information and advice helps disabled people to overcome financial and physical barriers, ignorance and discrimination so that they can study, train or find work. 
Go to http://skillcms.ds2620.dedicated.turbodns.co.uk/page.aspx?p=104&c=9
· Inform and influence key policy makers to improve legal rights and support for disabled people in post-16 education and training. Skill works together with individual disabled people, professionals working in education, training and careers, employers and disability organisations to influence government. They listen to the people who contact their Information service so that they know what the real issues are. 
Go to http://www.skill.org.uk/page.aspx?c=23&p=131
· Conduct research and develop projects on education and disability issues to address gaps in provision and to take forward new ideas. 

· Promote best practice through:

· M

 HYPERLINK "http://www.skill.org.uk/page.aspx?c=45&p=191" \t "_self" embership - keeping professionals up to date and informed about policy changes, providing the opportunity for exchanging information and ideas and to be more closely involved with their work

· Running topical conferences and seminars 

· Producing informative and practical publications 

· Providing consultancy and staff training for colleges, universities and other organisations. 

Two Guides from Skill
· Into Higher Education is a guide published every year for disabled people planning to study in higher education. It answers all the questions you may have about the support available for disabled students and gives you the information you need to make the right choices. 

· Into Teaching is a guide for disabled people thinking about entering the teaching profession. It includes practical suggestions and advice on choosing your route into teaching, the Fitness to Teach assessment, funding your course and getting a job. The guide also explains your legal rights under the DDA. It features six inspirational case studies written by disabled people who are doing teacher training or already working as teachers. 

For more information on the guides visit: www.skill.org.uk
Text for Advice on Special Educational Needs

AskACE, the free, independent text advice service available from The Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) now provides advice to parents on special educational needs (SEN) issues. This is in addition to the advice it already provides on school admissions and appeals. 
Families should text the phrase AskACE to 68808 for advice on issues such as getting extra help for your child with a special educational need at school, getting a statement for your child, disability discrimination and SEN related exclusion issues. The service, including all texts, is free. 
Simon Hepburn, Chief Executive of the Advisory Centre for Education, said: “Special educational needs affect around 1.5 million children in England. Children may require extra help because of a range of needs, such as in thinking and understanding, physical or sensory difficulties, emotional and behavioural difficulties, or difficulties with speech and language or how they relate to and behave with other people. Coping can be difficult for families and parents can feel isolated. AskACE exists to provide answers to the many questions they have about education. Parents can access a free advice pack and answers to their own particular questions. Just AskACE! ” 
The Advisory Centre for Education has provided free, independent advice to families on a full range of educational issues for over 45 years. A parent who has used the confidential Advisory Centre for Education advice line said: “ACE made me feel I wasn’t on my own – I thought the whole system was stacked against me.” In June 2008 the AskACE service will provide information on the full range of education issues including exclusions and bullying. To access the free, independent AskACE service text ‘AskACE’ to 68808 or for further information on The Advisory Centre for Education please visit www.ace-ed.org.uk
 KIDS get backing from DCSF 
Whilst Local Authorities across the country are preparing to transform services for disabled children, young people and their families as part of the Aiming High for Disabled Children programme, the Department for Children, School and Families has announced significant funding for a leading charity to further its innovative work in this field.

KIDS, the Disabled Children and Young People’s Charity received over £800,000 of funding from the Children, Young People and Families grant programme, results of which were announced on the 24th of December, 2008 for two of its pioneering projects which focus on the inclusion of disabled children and young people into mainstream services and everyday activities

KIDS Playwork Inclusion Project received a strategic grant of £500,000 to support the inclusion of disabled children and young people in mainstream play and leisure provision.

Julie Hathaway, National Development Director said: “With the recent government investment in both Play and the Early Years, it is important to ensure that disabled children don’t miss out on the new opportunities. This grant enables us to continue to support mainstream services that wish to include disabled children in their settings.”

Further funding was awarded under the category of ‘innovation’ for KIDS Direct Short Breaks service which uses the latest web-based and text messaging technology to link families with disabled children to short break workers in their local area who are trained and managed by KIDS.

Emma Clarke, Project Manager said:  “This new service aims to put families in control of their short break so they can manage them to fit around family life and be personalised to the interests and aspirations of the child or young person. The funding will allow us to increase capacity to work with more Local Authorities to ensure that such innovation can be rolled out across England.

Kevin Williams, Chief Executive said:  “We are delighted with the announcement and welcome this support from the Department. Since the Aiming High for Disabled Children policy changes, KIDS has worked tirelessly to ensure that the commitment becomes the reality of a better life for disabled children, young people and their families.”
SEN Podcast
Contact a Family has produced a new podcast on Special Educational Needs. It briefly explains the meaning of SEN and other related terms like SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator).

It explains what to do if you are concerned that your child has SEN and what schools and the local authority can do to help.

The podcast also has more information about how to request a 'statutory assessment' and the 'statementing' process, what this means, how to make sure any provision best meets your child's needs, and what to do if you are unhappy or want to appeal against a decision.

Listen to the podcast at Web:

http://www.cafamily.org.uk/SEN_England.mp3 . 

County News
SHIPS give positive help
School Home Integrated Programmes (SHIPS) began in 4 Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) schools in 2002, aiming to support parents of children who had both severe learning difficulties and challenging behaviour. The programmes have been so successful that they are now in place in all Learning Difficulty schools in Hampshire.

Families had said they needed services that were co-ordinated, with a single point of contact through a key worker to provide them with information, emotional support and advice on how to manage problems.

SHIPs use an experienced member of staff from the school as a key link worker for the family, supporting the family in problem solving around behaviour management, sharing techniques that have worked well in the school. They aim to make sure that family quality of life is improved and that all of the professionals involved with the family are working well together.

Recently, a survey asked parents how well the programme was meeting their expectations and needs. 

Parents said that SHIPs had helped them to: 

· Learn new strategies and techniques

· Spend more time with other family members

· Gain a better understanding of their child

· Share ideas and work with the school

· Get general support and practical help

Parents also said that the programme had helped their child to: 

· Improve their behaviour

· Develop a good relationships with their SHIP worker

· Improve their communication and social skills

· Become less anxious

· Be better able to cope with change

When asked how the programme had helped, a parent said 

“It’s having another head, thinking, understanding both parent and the child’s needs. Practical help in achieving goals, not having to explaining to someone without them understanding because they see it every day. The fact someone wants to help your child achieve in so many ways.”

Hampshire County Council part of ‘remarkable response’

A disabled children's charity has welcomed "a remarkable response" from local authorities to a questionnaire into provision for disabled children's transition to adulthood. Hampshire County Council was one of the 147 local authorities who had completed the questionnaire before the deadline at the end of January.

The National Transition Support Team (NTST), a coalition led by CDC, developed the self-assessment questionnaire to help identify how well local authorities are providing support for disabled young people in their transition to adult life. The group will use the information gathered, along with data from the Children and Young People's Plans and local authority inspections, to compile a report outlining recommendations on future levels of support and funding for each local authority.

Helen Wheatley, programme director at CDC said: "This is a remarkable response. It just goes to show how eager local areas are to improve their services. Transition has been a long neglected area but the NTST have been working tirelessly with each local authority at this crucial stage."

The NTST was formed to drive forward and shape the Transition Support Programme under the Aiming High for Disabled Children agenda, through work with regional advisers, and disabled young people and their families. It is also responsible for driving up good standards by sharing good practice and guidance and identifying the support needs of local areas.
Sports Leadership and Coaching Courses
Do you want to be a community sports leader? If you are aged 19 or over and unemployed you could gain your Level Two Certificate in Sports Leadership and pick your specialist sport! 
Coachability is a Sports Leadership and Coaching programme designed to give people who want to get into sports coaching a helping hand. Coachability aims to support anyone with a disability (physical or otherwise) who has the drive and commitment to get into sports leadership and coaching. Candidates do not need prior experience in sports leadership or coaching to apply.

You will develop your skills in organising, planning and evaluating. You will learn how to lead group activities. Best of all it’s free of charge!
What’s on offer
· A free 5 days Sports Leadership Course 

· Free Level 1 or 2 sports coaching course in the sport of your choice 

· Certified Emergency First Aid 

· Volunteer placements and support to find work to put your new skills into practice!

Benefits from this course
· Personal development: an increase in confidence, self-esteem, self-management a and communication skills 

· Develop leadership skills and experience that can be transferred into work and volunteering opportunities in your local community 

· Recognised and respected qualifications 

· Skills that enable you to take further training to develop your new career in sport

For more information or a referral to the scheme, please contact Peter Hull, Disability Sports Development Officer on peter.hull@hants.gov.uk or telephone: 01962 846021.

Get Active in Hampshire

Feeling the credit crunch? Want to get active but not sure how? Sport Hampshire & IOW, with leisure and community centres across Hampshire, are offering free and discounted activities in April 2009. Simply download a voucher from their website in March, find out what activities are available in your area and take the voucher along to your local participating centre. Find out more about the scheme at:  http://www.sporthampshireiow.co.uk/ or call Disability Sports Development Officer, Peter Hull on 01962 846021
Local News
Ice Skating on wheels

Did you know Gosport ice rink welcome wheelchair users on to the ice every day between 10am and 12 noon and 2pm and 4pm at cost of £2.70 with a carer going free? A great way to get fit and have fun! To find out more, contact the ice rink on 02392 511 217
To send in any news or helpful information that you would like to share via Linklines contact: Fiona Hall, Joint Information Link Co-ordinator, Children's Services, Children & Families Strategic Planning Team, 1st floor, Ashburton Court East,  Winchester SO23 8UG Phone: 01962 846123  

e-mail:joint.information.link@hants.gov.uk
Please remember, if at all possible, to supply your e-mail address for delivery of Linklines as this helps us to save costs and enables us to deliver it to you much more quickly than by post.

Thank You! 

Next issue of Linklines – June 2009
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