Hampshire County Council will be holding ‘Silver Surfers Week’ from Saturday 9 – Friday 15 May 2009, to help older people less familiar with today's technology to use the Internet. This will coincide with the national Silver Surfers Day on Friday 15 May.
This is the sixth year running that the County Council has supported this initiative. In previous years, schools across Hampshire have successfully planned and run their own events for older members of their community, often including pupils and promoting intergenerational learning. This links in closely with the Extended Schools agenda, and also with Hampshire’s Older People’s Well-Being Strategy.
We are keen for schools to again to take part in Silver Surfers week 2009 and plan and run an event (or it could be a series of events) in their school. Alternatively, if you are unable to run an event during this week but would still like to be involved, you can identify another time during the year to hold your event. This is a great opportunity to open up your IT facilities to the community and engage in intergenerational learning.
Some ideas that have worked well in the past include:

· BT Internet Rangers: a comprehensive resource that encourages young people to use their skills to teach the older generation how to go on-line. There is even the chance to be nominated for the BT Internet Ranger of the Year award. A toolkit can be found on their website to help you plan an event.
· Pupils acting as tutors – demonstrating intergenerational learning
· Invite a grandparent or older family member to school for a taster session
· Invite members of the local senior club to your computer club (this could be run over a number of weeks)

All you need is access to at least one broadband connected computer and someone who is willing to act as the tutor for the day (this could be pupils under supervision from a teacher). We will provide promotional materials and help you to publicise your event.
More information and a number of resources to help you plan an event can be found through the following links:

http://www.btinternetrangers.co.uk/ 

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/silversurfers.htm 

http://www.digitalunite.net/ssd/ 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/computer-skills (site still under development)
Grandparents to school day toolkit

If you would like to hold an event at your school, please let us know by emailing the details (date, time, location and brief description of the event) to childrens.services.enquiries@hants.gov.uk Alternatively if you have any questions then please email or call 01962 845375






















































