Dear Colleague

I am contacting you all to provide you with information about a Becta run scheme, funded by the Government, which should supply all families with children in KS2 or KS3 on low incomes with £600 worth of ICT hardware or software.  This could take the form of a netbook, laptop or desktop with safeguarding software.  The scheme will also provide free Internet access in the form of a Dongul.  

The process, as I understand, is that parents apply using a downloadable form and if eligible will then receive a 'debit' card that they can spend on equipment from approved suppliers.  

The first group of approved suppliers are Bli Education, Centreprise, Comet, Misco, Positive Solutions and XMA. Capita plc will publicise the programme and process grant applications.

The programme will target 270,000 families with children at Key Stage 2 and 3 (Years 3-9 inclusive) who are eligible for Free School Meals. The phone number for families to ring for an application form will go live on January 7th 2010.

 

Why I am contacting you is that I need a mechanism to inform parents through schools about this scheme and if necessary provide some support in filling out the 16 page form.  There might be a requirement to provide some basic training on the safeguarding software as well.  Sue Savory, Hampshire County Council’s ICT Inspector/Adviser and her team are assembling a pack to support this training.  In addition, I may be able to offer some additional help here at Community Action Fareham to help parents deal with the paperwork if there isn’t the capacity to do this at your school.

I have provided some links below, and attached a handout and a PowerPoint presentation that hopefully will provide some more information.  The second link below also provides materials to give convincing reasons why families need to apply. 

Please note that there isn't a catch - and this opportunity is unlikely to come up again in the near future!

http://www.becta.org.uk/homeaccess
 

http://collaboration.becta.org.uk/community/homeaccess;jsessionid=B4E9A49676729D9D7D34892E302AE46B.node0?view=overview
 

You may notice from the attached handouts that the LA could have aggregated centrally, but unfortunately the time scales were too short for HCC to do this. 

I hope you feel that you are able to spread the word to all staff and perhaps start to identify your eligible parents (this includes those who may be on low incomes but do not apply for free school meals).  In addition, I will also need to identify an effective way we can inform these families in the New Year to show there really isn’t a catch… they really will be able to get FREE computer equipment and Internet access from January 2010.  Please feel free to use and adapt the PowerPoint presentation attached to inform colleagues as you wish.

If you need any more help, or have any more questions, then please don't hesitate to contact me before the 23rd December 2009.  Hopefully I shall be in touch with another update at the beginning of the New Year with information about the application process.

Thank you in advance for spreading the word at such short notice. 

Happy Christmas.

Susie

Susie Higgs

Extended Services CAPP Coordinator

Community Action Fareham

163 West Street

Fareham

Hants

PO16 0EF

Direct dial phone: 01329 223155

Mobile: 07814 307012

E-mail: shiggs@farehamaction.org.uk
Web site: www.farehamES.org.uk
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please note that this scheme should not to be confused with the Advantage Subsidy, which will provide us with additional resources for Extended Services from 2010.
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