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Shedding light on new talent!

As the clocks go forward on Saturday 27" March 2010,
Find Your Talent — PUSH is throwing light on some of
Hampshire’s cultural and historical treasures in
Southampton, Portsmouth, Fareham and Gosport. The
Light Night/Lost Hour Programme will see cultural
organisations opening their doors and putting on an
exciting programme of theatre, music, story-telling and
more. From daylight to night-time, fun, creative family
activities - inspired by the Themes of Light and Time -
will take place across the PUSH region.

FYT decided to help broaden the scope of this
programme because of the opportunities it creates for
new and dynamic partnership working - reaching
children and young people through family engagement -
and for young people to get directly involved. Our
partnership funding has enabled an exciting programme
of events to take place in Portsmouth, Fareham and
Gosport (Light Night) and Southampton (Lost Hour)
which should reach 1,000 children, young people and
their families.

One innovation is bringing The Theatre of Making - high
quality craft demonstrations and workshops - to a new
audience amongst the Saturday shoppers at Gunwharf
Quays. Visitors will be able to work with professional
artists making medallions, masks, drums, toys, mosaics
and a giant pifiata. With support from Gunwharf Quays
Management and Portsmouth Community Improvement
Partnership, local children will also work with an artist
before the event to create lanterns to be displayed on
the day.

The Theatre of Making in action

The huge range of indoor activities includes story-
teling at Portsmouth Central Library, shadow
puppetry at Gosport Local Studies Building, Tudor
Tales at the Maritime Museum Southampton, spooky
tours of the New Theatre Royal, and live music at
Southampton Central Library. Outdoor activities will
include street dance by young people with light
projections on a World War Il theme at Westbury
Manor Museum Fareham, a thrilling
interactive promenade performance by University of
Winchester Street Arts students inspired by the RN
Submarine Museum Gosport and directed by
renowned professional street arts company Periplum
and light projectons at The Kings Theatre
Portsmouth. In Southampton, you can even travel
back in time with the Sarah Siddons Fan Club to
discover some of the city’s hidden heritage — meet the
operators of Westgate portcullis who will tell you who
they espied through the murder holes below!

In true Find Your Talent style, the programme is not
only for children, young people and their families, but
much of it will actually be created by young people.
They will be performing outside Westbury Manor
Museum, assisting with the artists workshops at The
Theatre of Making, performing street theatre at the
Submarine Museum and much more.

In addition, as part of this fantastic evening of events
and activities, young presenters from the Find Your
Talent — Freestyle (see below) radio show will be out
and about reporting live on the different activities.
(Listen to the show on Express FM 93.7, from 3 — 4pm
every Friday.)

For full information on the programme, please see
Portsmouth, Gosport and Fareham:
www.familywhatson.com/lightnight

Southampton:
www.familywhatson.com/losthour

Jane Bryant
Project Director, Find Your Talent — PUSH
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Area Programme Funds

By now you should have received information
about the 2010/11 Area Programme Funds. Just to
remind you, our deadline dates are 26" March and
0" September for funding in May and October
respectively and we are especially interested in
proposals that make the following provision:

1 Activity for young people on
Friday/Saturday night;

{1 Visits to performances or to regional or
national cultural venues;

1 Projects for early years that also provide
workforce development opportunities;

1 Opportunities for families to participate
together;

T Activity that is led, planned or programmed
by young people for young people;

1 Opportunities for work experience and real
links with cultural and creative industries;

1 Greater access to museum collections,
archives and libraries;

1 Opportunities for young people not in
education, employment or training

1 Opportunities for children and young
people who do not currently engage with
cultural activity, for whatever reason.

If you need further information please contact your
local Development Worker:

Portsmouth: Peter Taylor
07545 415199 or peter.taylor@hants.gov.uk

Southampton: Amy Eastwood
07545 415202 or amy.eastwood @hants.gov.uk

South Hampshire: Sue Washington
07545 415200 or sue.washington@ hants.gov.uk

In 2009/10 a total of 89 projects were supported
through the Area Programme Funds throughout the
PUSH region. We have outlined just three of these
projects below.

Sea Life Roadshow, Portsmouth

Wicked, brill, fun and cool were just a few of the
ways children described the Sea Life Roadshow
held at Buckland Community Centre, Portsmouth
during the February half term holiday. Led by the
National Museum of the Royal Navy, the

Roadshow attracted 350 local people, who were
welcomed by a host of local museums and other
organisations.

As well as fascinating objects to handle and clothes
to try on, families were entertained by salty sea
tales from HMS Warrior, created their own Nelson
hats and medals with the National Museum of the
Royal Navy and made their own mini ships with the
Mary Rose. Mary Kinoulty, Head of Learning for
the Mary Rose Museum believes ‘It was a great
opportunity to meet families who do not usually visit
the dockyard. The range of activities on offer meant
that there was something for everyone to enjoy.
Let's hope that this is the first of many such
events.’

As well as the Roadshow, a linked schools’ art
project involved 100 children from Flying Bull
Primary School, Charles Dickens Junior School
and Corpus Christi RC Primary School to create
‘Soul Sails’ with local artist Debbie Dodsworth.
Each sail — which were all on display at the
Roadshow - was made up of several unique
panels, each designed and printed by a child, and
including patterns and shapes they chose during a
visit to the Dockyard.

Local families attending the event were all offered
free vouchers to visit Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
during the Easter Holidays. They will be able to visit
the attractions, including the world famous ships
Victory and Warrior. Families can also take part in
more free art and craft activities at the National
Museum of the Royal Navy. As part of the day
there will be a chance to view the children’s Soul
Sails, now on display in the National Museum of
the Royal Navy.

Super Sea Life fun at Buckland Community
Centre
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Story Sensations, across Hampshire

Story Telling session at Milestones Museum

Through a partnership of Hampshire County
Council’s Library, Museums and Archives Services,
Children’s Services, Aiming High and Find Your
Talent, a series of amazing storytelling workshops
have taken place at venues across the County. Led
by the Library and Information Service, the project
engaged Pat Ryan, professional storyteller, to use
objects from collections as inspiration for weaving
magical tales. He also shared ideas with children
and parents that can be used at home to develop
storytelling skills.

These sessions were offered to children with
disabilities and their families at a range of museums,
libraries and art centres. They not only offered fun
and a chance to learn new skills, but also gave the
venues a valuable opportunity to welcome visitors
with a variety of different needs and to help break
down access barriers.

One parent said: “Thank you very much for
organising so many exciting events for children with
special needs. We find it quite difficult to find
activities that we can do as a family and have really
enjoyed the storytelling events over the last few
weeks.”

For more information about

Find Your

Telling Yarns, Southampton

Red Hot Press in Southampton have been running
a wide range of printmaking workshops, which
encourage participants to explore and respond to
their environment, their experience and their
potential futures.

Over six weeks this group of up to 30 young people
were introduced to a range of printmaking and
narrative visual techniques. The workshops saw a
high level of engagement from participants who live
in an area with relatively high levels of cultural
deprivation. The picture shows the results of an
exercise where the young people were asked to tell
their life stories, drawing and writing on labels
which they then hung from string to represent key
points in their lives. They then created a new string
on which they marked steps, using the same
technique, leading toward a personal future goal.
This created a web of interlinked strands filling a
room in a visual display of young lives.

Telling Yarns at The Ebenezer Hall, Weston,
Southampton

The exercise sought to identify the links between
the choices you make and what happens in your
life, encouraging those taking part to look at their

futures as something they can shape for
themselves.
Talent — PUSH, please contact:

findyourtalent.push@hants.gov.uk or see the national website www.findyourtalent.org
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